to readers from both inside and outside the fi eld. The book is warmly recommended to everyone who is interested in mathematics and its history, in ancient cultures, or in science seen as an integrated part of culture, and to the broader public of historians of early science or Mesopotamian culture.
lis A most daunting task for an Egyptologist is to undertake the writing of another book on the daily life practices of the ancient Egyptians. To do so makes the author subject to numerous, perhaps unwarranted, critiques questioning the need for another volume discussing something covered in so many other volumes. Szpakowska contends that her volume is uniquely placed in that it addresses daily life for a specifi c time frame (in this case the Middle Kingdom period-2025-1650 b.c.). She argues that most volumes lump together all classes of Egyptian society (elites and all others) from all periods when talking about the social and cultural aspects of Egypt. That gives a misguided view of the dynamic nature of ancient Egyptian society and suggests that other studies on daily life are doing a disservice to the continually changing nature of Egyptian culture. If for no other reason than that, this volume breaks new ground in how we need to examine Egyptian culture. In addition, she has chosen the Middle Kingdom time frame because many scholars of ancient Egypt (especially philologists) have argued that that time period was the "classical period" in Egypt. Thus, the "empire" period glitz of Tutankhamun and Akhenaten do not dominate.
Like most volumes on daily life we fi nd a series of chapters on birth, housing, trades, farming, leisure, religious practices, illness and related medical practices, dealing with death, and love. In a departure from typical volumes Szpakowska uses the fi ctive technique of introducing each chapter through the eyes of a female child, Hedjerit. Such a technique is fraught with potential problems, but again the author uses it with discretion and common sense. In this manner she allows for a more gendered understanding of the life cycle in Egypt and the patterns of community interactions that could not be described fairly without such a technique. In addition, she blends the vast textual material from the Middle Kingdom with the wealth of data from archaeological investigations. Some of this is achieved through her clear writing style; the remainder through her accurate portrayal of life centers in and around the town of Lahun.
This volume has both strengths and weaknesses. One area of concern for me is the use of the terminology of "middle class" to describe the denizens of the Lahun area who were not engaged in the daily process of providing food for the Lahun population and administrative structure. She uses the term to include all those who might deal with post-resource processing, such as craftsmen who make pottery, furniture, and clothing, as well as administrators within the town and the like. I think the use of this term developed for a modern economic grouping may paint an inaccurate picture of the economic and social structure of ancient Egypt. This approach may suggest that the Lahun colony was more closely akin to a modern urban culture than it actually was. S. Quirke ("Labour at Lahun," in The Archaeology and Art of Ancient Egypt, ed. Z. Hawass and J. Richards [Cairo: American University in Cairo Press, 2007], p. 286) observes, "Our contemporary quest is for a responsive, dialogic encounter with lives that might take us away from the dominant naturalized and monolithic metropolis-talk. Among the strategies available to the resistance are closer studies of fi eldworkers. . . ." While the author may not have had access to that article while writing her volume, Quirke's other studies along those lines are noted in the bibliography. While this terminological usage may be misleading, I do not think it is a fatal fl aw in the volume. On the contrary, it does provide an anchor for the modern reader to frame the ancient Egyptian experience.
While most chapters were particularly well documented and argued, I was most impressed with the chapter dealing with religion (chapter 7, pp. 122-149). Here we fi nd the true nature of Egyptian religion as practiced by the local population clearly outlined and separated from the state-sponsored temple cult processes. The local nature of Egyptian religion is shown, and then she describes how the local and personal cult practices are intertwined with the processions and festival aspects of the temple worship (for the deities Hathor, Sobek, Anubis, and Senusret II). For this reviewer, this is a most enlightened approach.
The fi nal question to be determined is who would be the practical audience for this volume. It is more than a simple daily life book. Yes, most Egyptologists would benefi t from examining the chapters in detail. I would see a good audience for those students of world history who would appreciate getting a better understanding of how those who lived four thousand years ago were able to function and how their soci-ety, while different from modern times, can still be readily understood without being an expert in the fi eld of ancient history. As I prepare my own survey course in world history, I am looking closely at how I can integrate this volume. My main concern is whether scholars in the other areas of the world survey (such as China and India) have provided a volume as well done as this one.
eugene At fi rst glance this book appears to be designed to introduce students to a history of African cities, including all the theoretical and practical complexities that go along with attempting such a broad synthesis in slightly more than two hundred pages. The breadth and depth of Freund's references are impressive. In six chapters he presents a chronological survey, beginning with the pre-urban "agro-towns" of the southern continent and ending with a discussion of the relationship between globalization and the largest settlements in Africa today. The chapter titles are a good indicator of the contents: "Urban Life Emerges in Africa," "African Cities and the Emergence of a World Trading Economy," "Colonialism and Urbanisation," "Cities in Revolt," "The PostColonial African City," and "Globalisation and the African City." A bibliography of selected readings at the end of each chapter directs the reader to excellent resources for further study. This book is so naturally designed to serve students that before I had fi nished chapter 3, I found myself absentmindedly composing the course syllabus that emerged from these pages. As I traced the narrative in terms of the presentation given and the resources that students might need, I found a remarkable strategy hidden beneath the prose. Consider the subject at the heart of each chapter, and the changing lens the author provides.
In the fi rst chapter "urban life emerges" across the African continent. This chapter appears to start the book's chronology, but internally the story line jumps forward and backward, moving from time to time and place to place across the continent; governed by neither time nor geography the reader is introduced to the variety of reasons that cities were born. Moving from Mbanza Kongo to Great Zimbabwe to Kumbi Saleh by way of Freund's writing is a little like fl ying across the
